
Message from the Board President

I	wish you all could have been members 
of the Board of Directors for the last 
eight months so you could have experi-

enced the very exciting things that are hap-
pening behind the scenes for the Ecumeni-
cal Community.  

	 First we have engaged Bill Laub-
scher as an architect and Ted First as our 
construction consultant to begin final 
planning for the renovations of our three 
historic buildings. Bill has an office in 
Mayville, but before “retirement”, he was 
one of three principals of a firm that had 
over 50,000 employee doing work all 
around the world. Ted is also “retired” but 
has never stopped working. He is a builder 
and contractor and has been very active 
in the Jamestown’s Habitat for Humanity 
as well as many other volunteer projects, 
here and abroad. Working together with 
other construction professionals, Bill and 
Ted engaged the Board members in the 
process of generating ideas for remodeling 
and renovation. The Board will review the 
revised set of plans at the June meeting for 
final approval. I believe that you will be 
very pleased with the changes that will be 
made in the future.

	 Ted and Bill made recommendations 
to the Board that we consider purchasing a 
pie-shaped piece of land between the Bird-
Werner and the clinic. Owning this piece 
of land will provide permanent access to 
the new elevator as well as allow us to move 
the fire escapes from the porches and at-
tach the fire stairs to the north side of the 
building. Ted and Bill also recommended 
that we petition the Chautauqua Institu-

tion’s administration for a license to create 
a landscaped garden between the Bird-Wer-
ner and the clinic which will greatly beauti-
fy that area. Finally they recommended that 
we ask the administration for an easement 
of two feet in front of the Bird-Werner and 
Shaw plus an easement of six feet on the 
south side of Shaw.  These easements will 
provides us the future option of extending 
the front porches two feet and to create 
porches on the side of the Shaw Building.  
These requests were approved by the Board 
and have been forwarded to President Tom 
Becker for his consideration.

	 Ted is the husband of Deborah First, 
a member of our Board of Directors. Ted 
has been an informal consultant to the 
Board for several years, but last summer he 
offered his services to us knowing that we 
had a big job and limited funds. He had 
worked with Bill Laubscher on Habitat 
projects and thought he might be inter-
ested in our plans and fortunately for us 
he was interested. They have graciously vol-
unteered their services so it will reduce the 
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cost of our project and allow us to put all 
donations to work on materials and labor. 
Bill and Ted believe as we do that Chautau-
qua is an experience that needs to be open 
to all people, and housing costs should not 
a limiting factor.  

	 There is another exciting possibil-
ity on the near horizon. The Ecumenical 
Community was granted a provisional 
501(c)3 in 2003 making us a not-for-profit 
organization. We were given five years to 
prove that our organization can be sup-
ported by contributions. We will learn 
in May or June if we have been granted 
permanent status when the IRS reviews our 
990 form. We hope that we will be able to 
tell you when you arrive this summer that 
we have achieved this very important goal.

	 We are committed to keeping our 
expenses as low as possible. We have had 
a wonderful response from you to get our 
project going. We will be making our case 
to the larger Chautauqua community again 
this summer as we are convinced that most 
Chautauquans want to welcome people of 
all income levels to the feast that is Chau-
tauqua. 

	 Even though we are living in difficult 
financial time and we are all concerned 
about saving and conserving, I ask you 
to consider setting aside a gift for the 
Ecumenical Community in your estate 
planning. Your gifts will help keep the 
wonderful buildings in excellent condition 
for future generations.

(The Reverend) Bill Brockman
President, Board of Directors          



Managers’ Report

2

A		warm “Hello” to all of our return-
ing guests and to the new people 
who will be staying with us this 

season. We look forward to renewing 
old friendships and making new ones.

	 We still have several rooms avail-
able weeks 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9. If you want 
to make a reservation, please call us at 
716-357-3814.

	 It’s almost time for another 
wonderful season and we need lots of 
help getting ready. Please come and 
share your many talents. Some of the 
tasks that need to be done are: lots of 
cleaning, washing curtains and then 
hanging them, painting, outside work 

and much more. The dates for the 
Spring work weekends are: Friday, May 
22 to Monday, May 25 and Friday, June 
5 to Sunday, June 7.

	 Please bring your own sheets, 
towels and food. We usually go out to 
dinner together at a local restaurant on 
Friday night and we share a potluck din-
ner together on Saturday night. Come 
when you can and leave when you must. 
If you have any questions, please call us 
at 716-357-3814.

 	 You can come to help during the 
Fall work week any time between Friday, 
Sept. 11, and Sunday, Sept. 20. Just call 
and let us know when you are coming.

 	 Our hosts and hostesses for the 
first 5 weeks are Marge and Ed John-
ston in the Shaw House, Jeanie and 
Tom Kerns in the Bird-Werner House 
and Mary and George Dillingham in 
the Westervelt. Our hosts and hostesses 
for weeks 6 through 9 are Mary and 
George Dillingham in the Shaw, Lois 
and Nels Sandburg in the Bird-Werner 
and E. Carol Maxwell in the Westervelt. 

	 We look forward to seeing all of 
you again and catching up on your 
news.  

Bob and Sandy Boehm

Capital Fund 
Campaign a 
Success

T		 he three-year capital fund cam-
paign of the ECOC, “Continu-
ing the Legacy,” officially 

ended December 31. The total pledged 
was $299,697.92. The figure had been 
over $300,000 but due to the changed 
economic environment, some had to 
adjust their pledge or giving. Some 
arranged to complete their pledge over 
2009 and 2010. So while the campaign 
ended, some gifts will continue to 
come in. Gifts are still welcome.

	 Campaign chairperson, Robert 
Boell, noted what a faithful group the 
Ecumenical Community is. Given the 
clientele, the response has been out-
standing and he expresses his thanks 
on behalf of the Board.

	 The generous donors to the Capital 
Fund are listed on the following page. If you 
made a donation, please check that your 
name is listed and is spelled correctly. If you 
find an error, please contact Bob Boell at 
801 Yale Avenue, #408, Swarthmore, PA, 
19081; or email: bob.boell@ecunet.org. This 
way, the ECOC can ensure the correctness 
of the plaque which will be hung to com-
memorate all Fund donors.  

T		he Ecumenical Community 
web site is constantly being 
updated by our web master 

(and ECOC guest) Bob Tupaj. When 
you visit the ECOC website, www.ecoc-
chautauqua.org, you’ll now find:

• 	 Additional copies of the newslet-
ter to download and print

•	 Information on accommodations, 
plus a reservation form to down-
load and print

•	 Downloadable ECOC flyer

New Web Features
•	 Volunteer opportunities, with 

a form to print

•	 Capital campaign information, 
plus 

• 	 A new feature for submitting 
photos from your stay at the 
ECOC 

	 Please e-mail Bob Tupaj  
(rdtupaj@netzero.net) with any 
questions you might have about the 
web site, or suggestions for making 
it more helpful and enjoyable.  
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John & Janet Allen
Edgar & Marion Anderson
Robert Anderson
Anonymous
Bruce & Karen Auer
Jenelyn August
John Barnhart 
Lewis & Marjorie Bass 
Robert & Joan Battaglin
George & Kathleen Bell
Martha Bird
Joyce Bisbee
Elizabeth Blaich & Clinton Summers 
Robert & Sandy Boehm
Robert & Jean Boell
Ross & Margaret Bogue
David & Joan Bort
Mike & Maxine Bowen
Stephanie Brander
Richard Bresnahan
Howard & Doris Bright
Leslie & Marydes Britton
Bill & Maggie Brockman
William B & Kathryn Brockman
Dawn Broughton
Trudy Brown
Susan Brunner
Howard & Frances Bunch
Linda & Donald Burgard
Heather Buxton
Allan & Mary Beth Byrne
Kathryn & Robert Cahn
Parker Calkins & Harriet Simons 
Paul Campbell & Wendy Harris
Beryl Capewell
C. Greg Carroll
Steve & Ellen Carty Cordry
David Casto
Stephan Centofante
Jane Childs
John & Margaret Coakley
Burton & Jane Coffman
Community Found. of NJ - Nils Fund
Gregory Condon
Bruce & Beverly Conner
Laura Cook family:  
	 Laura Akens
	 James Cook
	 K.C. Pursley
	 Robert Cook
	 Rodney Cook
	 Alyson Cook Stage
	 William Cook
Gerard Cormier
Fr. Patrick, Handy & Jennifer Cowles 
Courtney Curatolo
Elizabeth & Peter Curtis
Donald & J.D. Davis
Webster Dawley
Elizabeth Dawson
Charles & Marie DeMarco
Florence DeRemer
Janet Devlin
George & Mary Dillingham

Emily Dolbeer
Charlotte Dorward
Robert & Karen Douds
Julie Dougherty
Frances Caldwell Drake
Barry & Ann Dunbar
Robert & Connie Dungy
William & Phyllis Duty     
William & Elfriede Eberle
Marjorie Eckels
Catherine & John Eells
David & Martha Emrey
Marvin & Dorothea Engelsdorfer
John Esty
Deborah & Ted First
John & Corky Fisher
Jack Flemming & Carol Dougherty
William & Elizabeth Foster
David Franke & Martha Munson
Roland & Margaret Fredericks
Wayne & Carole Gnatuk
Norman & Antonnetta Graham
George & Mavis Grant-Lilley
Sterling & Nettie Green
Elizabeth Gunnell
Eleanor Haber
Marjorie Haidet, 
Deborah Hall & Joseph Zupanich 
Frank Hall & Lory Nurenberg
Carol & Ed Hann
Ernest & Jane Hardy
Kathleen Hayes
Carol & Michael Heinsdorf
Joseph Heintzman
John Paul Herrmann & Tina Stuard
Thomas & Virginia Hill
Molly Hoffer & Michael Dore  
Craig & Jan Hoffman
Ed & Ann Hoffman
Joyce & David Holden
Sydney & Anita Holec
Shirley Holland
John & Jennie Iverson
Joan Jobson
Paul Johnson & Carol Rown
Ed & Marge Johnston
John & Mary Jureller    
Henry & Blythe Kaczmarczyk
Coleen Kealey
Nancy Shaw Kealey
Tom & Melinda Kearney
Matt & Amy Keller
Tom & Jean Kerns
Paul & Kathleen Kett
Louise Kilar
Katharine Kilpatric
Nancy Kilpatrick
Ermyn King
Isabel Kinsley
Phyllis Klaiber
Armin & Norma Klemme
Leonard & Doris Klippen
Jack & Mary Knepp
Georgia Knowles

Charles & Peggy Korte
Catherine Kremer
James Krummenacher
Harold Kurkland
Richard & Marilyn Lehman
William & Mary Leist
Jane Lemeland
Irene Leonard & family
Pete & Bonnie Leonard
Roger & Bernice Leonard
Donald Leventhal
Sue & Ed Loper
Bruce & Lee MacDuffie
Evelyn Manzella
Eileen & Warren Martin
Jeffrey Masich
Doris Mather
Dwight & Catherine Mather-Grimes
David & Barbara Matthews
Cathy Mauro
E. Carol Maxwell
Ronald & Gloria McElwee
Jack & Mary Pat McFarland
Mary McFate
Mary McNamara
William McNeice
Dorothy Medill
Stephen & Joan Michie
Beth, Coby, Clara & Kylee Miller
Ronald & Mary Kay Miller
Ruth Mohney
Jim & LouAnn Mohrman
B.D. & Carol Mollohan
Michael & Michele Montford
Wayne & Marilyn Morris
William & Judith Morrow
Luella & Edwin Mulder
Eugenia Murphy
Gerald & Mathilda Murphy
Jean Ann Myers
Florenece Naprstek
Eleanor Newell, in memory of Riegel
Christopher Nye
Richard & Sandra Oltmanns
Daniel Oravec
Beth Outterson
Hugh & Barbara Outterson
Paul & Audrey Parobeck
Steven & Nancy Parr
Dorothy Pearman
Phyllis Pearson
Richard & Twila Pearson
C. Carl Pegels
Robert & Lisa Peters
Wayne & Karen Peters
Charles & Mary Pfeiffer
Larry & Linda Poelma
David & Betsy Poist
James Potter 
Benjamin Rader & Elke Lehmann
David Rapp
Lyle & Anne Rasch
Don & Joan Reinertsen
Zoe Reiter

Carol Revilock
Robert & Carmen Riggs
Lynne Robbins
Kathleen Ross
Sandra Rubright
Linda O. Russell
David Sachs & Linda Shackelford
John & Rosalene Sallmen
Nels & Lois Sandberg
Richard Schaeffer & Marcella Klein
Gordon & Margery Schleicher
Karl Schneider
Maria-Pia Seirup
Marilyn Shaw Sellers
Luke & Jean Seward
Marie & Wilbur Shisler
William & Mary Jean Shoop
Walter & Kathy Singer
Roger Sledd & Debra Gentry
Judith Smallwood
Elton & Sutton Smith
Kristina Solie-Fuller
Elizabeth & Sidney Spain
Irma Springman
Tom & Sally Sprunk
Bruce & Carolyn Stephens
Edward & Joyce Stevens
John Stewart
Allison Stokes
Harry & Margot Stoll
Sydney Symington
Lawrence & Susan Terkel
Richard & Judy Thomas
Doug & Celia Thompson
Thoburn & Marjorie Thompson
Roger Tilden
Slava & Shirley Timashev
Sarah Tonn
Robert Tupaj
Harold & Jean Uible
Unity House of Chautauqua
Aldona Vaitulus
David & Carolyn Volk
Jeffrey Vreeland
Ransom & Barbara Vrooman
Douglas & Meredith Wade
Harold & Janet Walker
Betsy & Jim Walkup
Lisa Ward
Carol Warren
James & Harriet Weaver
Leonard Weeks
Gerard & Nancy Weiss
Craig & Karen Werner
Helene Werner
Lynn Werner
Jack & Pat Westwood
Graham & Dee Wightman
Carl & Sandy Williams
George Wolfe
John & Kathy Woods
Elizabeth & Louis Woolever
Judith Yabroff
Manuel & Charlotte Zax   

Generous Donors
to Continuing The Legacy... Capital Fund Campaign, 2006 to 2008
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	 The Ecumenical Community of 
Chautauqua Newsletter is published 
twice a year, in spring and fall, and 
mailed to interested guests. It is also 
available on the ECOC web site: 
www.ecoc-chautauqua.org.

Editor and layout: Marcella Klein 
	 To submit articles or photos, or 
notify us of an address change, email  
mklein5@ rochester.rr.com

	 The Ecumenical Community of 
Chautauqua (ECOC), a not-for-profit 
corporation with a 503C3 designa-
tion, was founded in 2003 to provide 
low-cost housing for clergy, religious 
workers and lay people of all faiths.

	 The Ministers’ Union (MU) was 
founded in 1929 to provide low-cost 
housing to clergy, clergy families and 
religious workers attending Chautau-
qua Institution. 

	 The MU and ECOC share many 
values, but are separate corporations 
with separate boards of directors.
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 ECOC Calendar
  May 22-25, 	 Spring Work 
  June 5-7		  Weekends

  June 18-19	 Spring Board Meeting

  June 27		  Season begins

  August 30	 Season ends

  Aug. 31 - Sept. 1	 Fall Board Meeting

  Sept. 11-20	 Fall Work Week
 

  Chautauqua 2009 Themes
  Week 1 	  June 27-July 4	 Kids!

  Week 2	  July 5-11	 Explore Our World With National Geographic

  Week 3	  July 12-18	 State of Mind

  Week 4	  July 19-25	 The Ethics of Capitalism

  Week 5	  July 26-Aug. 1	 What Makes Us Moral? An Abrahamic Perspective

  Week 6	  August 2-8	 On Cinema

  Week 7	  August 9-15	 Imagine...

  Week 8	  August 16-22	 CUBA: Enigma and Neighbor

  Week 9	  August 23-30	 The History of Liberty


